
 
 

 1 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA - NROTC 

  

USF SPRING 2018 BATTALION PHOTOGRAPH 

 
IN THIS ISSUE 

 



 
 

 2 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA - NROTC 

  
SUMMER COMMISIONING CEREMONY 

2nd Lieutenant Pierre Rene Sajous II 
 
2nd Lieutenant Sajous hails from Irvington, NJ. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
on August 29, 2011. He has been attached to 1st Battalion 3rd Marines, 3rd 
Marine Division in Kaneohe Bay, HI and The Basic School in Quantico, VA. 2nd Lt 
Sajous was a member of the Buccaneer Battalion NROTC at the University of 
South Florida, Tampa for just over a year but believes that his, “limited time 
spent with the unit was enough to build connections and make memories to last 
a lifetime”. 2nd Lt Sajous will return to The Basic School as a student to undergo 
the rigorous curriculum where he plans to pursue a continued career in the 
infantry. He wishes to remain on the east coast and to one day take command 
of a Combined Anti-Armor Team (CAAT) platoon in the operating forces. He also 
claims one day he will be the Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
 
When asked what impressions the battalion had left on him and if he had any 
parting words, 2nd Lt Sajous said: 
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SURFACE WARFARE CRUISE 
 

SUBMARINE CRUISE 

MIDN 1/C Reyes-Munoz 

From MIDN 2/C Mihm: 

“For my cruise, I went underway on USS Anchorage 
LPD 23 out of San Diego, California. A total of 17 

Midshipmen, 3 ROTC, and 14 Academy, went 
underway for 17 days around San Clemente Island 

and along the coast of California and Mexico. During 
this time, Anchorage was working on completing the 
last workup stage known as COMPTUEX (Composite 
Training Unit Exercise). This is essential for each US 

Navy Carrier Strike Group to perform before 
departing for deployment. Therefore, I was able to 

see how an ARG (Amphibious Ready Group) worked 
together when facing a threat from remote-controlled 
boats and during simulated strait transits. Working 

with Gator Navy allowed me to see the Surface 
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AVIATION CRUISE 

MIDN 1/C Betancourt writes: MIDN 1/C BETANCOURT 

³7KLV�SDVW�VXPPHU��,�ZDV�DWWDFKHG�WR�+60- 49 
(The Scorpions) for my 1st Class Aviation 

Cruise. Over my cruise I had the privilege to 
meet most of the squadron, participate in a 
Hail and Bail, use a Helicopter Simulator, 

understand the processes prior to and post 
flying, as well as fly a helicopter alongside a 

LCDR. I had a fantastic time going out with the 
other MIDNs to a Padres Game, multiple 

restaurants, beach bonfires, and playing beach 
volleyball more times than I can count. Overall, 

LW�ZDV�DQ�XQIRUJHWWDEOH�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�PH�´ 

 

MIDN 1/C Carney shares: 

³I was assigned to the HSC-21 Black Jacks for my 
First-
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  MIDN 1/C Walker shares: 
 

“This summer, I checked in with VFA-213 Blacklions based at Naval 
Air Station Oceana, Virginia for my 1/C MIDN Cruise. During my time 
with Strike Fighter Squadron 213, equipped with the F/A-18F Super 
Hornet, I experienced a plethora of evolutions. Our first week 
involved a lot of Junior Officer (JO) discussions, roundtables and 
meetings with both the XO as well as the CO. These JO discussions 
included topics, such as: pipeline track, tactics, deployments, 
work/life balance, personal highlights, why the strike community, 
and then in-depth conversations on sea stories. From beginning to 
end, I was able to garner more insight about the many different 
aviation pipelines, log a few hours of Super Hornet simulation time, 
personally experience airport traffic pattern work, and then learn the 
role of a Landing Signal Officer (LSO) and how they keep the jets safe. 
Additionally, I became competent in the intricacies of the strike 
community, but also living up to the expectation of working hard and 
playing harder. 

 

If there were two experiences I could take with me from this 
training, it would be the numerous one-on-one times with the JOs, 
experiencing their life from a first-person perspective, and the back-
seat ride in one of their up aircraft. Although the back-seat ride 
served as the culmination of my training and included many high-
performance maneuvers, my range of expectations was outwardly 
satiable. The Strike Fighter community has a stigma placed on them, 
but, being blunt, these officers both men and women, are confident, 
look out for their brothers and sisters, love what they do and would 
do anything to train the next generation. 
 
I am very blessed to have such an impenetrable support system 
whether with my fiancé, my family, or raw opportunities with 213. I 
look forward to soon being a part of the world’s greatest Navy, but 
also a community that I have huge passion and drive for. With haste 
and enthusiasm, I am excited to share and give back to both my unit 
and the community.” 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND ADVANCED STANDING RECIPIENTS 
 

 MIDN 2/C Alex Birchler, 2-Year Scholarship 

 MIDN 2/C Rachel Cabrera, Advanced Standing 

 MIDN 2/C David Collins-Hahn, 2-Year Scholarship 

 MIDN 2/C Virginia Ware, 2-Year Scholarship 

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL CRUISE 
 

At Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story with Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 
(EODGRU) 2, midshipmen from the U.S. Naval Academy and from Naval Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (NROTC) participated in an Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) summer cruise.  The cruise is 

used to identify potential EOD officers prior to their senior year.  MIDN 1/C Theodore Sandoval 
represented the Buccaneer Battalion this summer at Little Creek and came back with great stories 

to tell and experiences to share. 

Pictured on the top left is MIDN 1/C Sandoval beginning 
to rappel during a helicopter rope suspension technique 
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PROJECT GLOBAL OFFICER (PROJECT GO) 

MIDN 2/C Logan Woods was selected to participate 
in Project Global Officer (Project GO) whose mission 
promotes critical language education and intercultural 
dialogue opportunities for Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) students.  MIDN Woods shares:  

MIDN Betancourt was also selected to travel to the 
University of North Georgia.  MIDN 1/C Betancourt writes 
the following about her experience: 
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For more information, please visit: 
 

http://www.usf.edu/undergrad/naval-rotc/ 
 

or call: 
 

(813)-974-4789 
 

 
Find us on Facebook: 

 
ǲUSF Buccaneer Battalion NROTCǳ 

 
 

Visit us on campus at: 
 

USF C.W. Bill Young Hall ROTC Building 

12303 USF Maple Drive, Tampa, FL 33617 

 
 
 
 

 


