Dear Friend of USE

It has been an eventfid two weeks 1n Talahassee since the Legisature convened therr session.
Governor Rick Scott de/1vered his annua/ State of the State address in which he referenced re-
viewing the Higher Education Systep, ‘to understand how we can ensure that in the fisture, job
creators frop, around the woi'd wil have to/ook to Borida to find the ta/ented and educated
workforce they wil need to cop,pete n the 21st Century.”

Speaker Dean Cannon also yyade a point of sing'ing out state universities in his opening re-
miarks to the House. He spoke of a state university systey, that he fed's/acks a cop,p,on pyission
and even rep,arked about the potentially negative ifyuence the Legisature has had over the
years by “parochially advancing the interests of atoca/ university or calege at the expense of the
systep, as a whale.” Speaker Cannon caied on his feiow House y,ep,bers to begin a diadlogue to-
wards ensuring that each unwersity, and the systep, as a wha'e, be placed on a path to nationa/

prop,inence.

'ﬁ e House wasted no tiy,e mn responding to ther Speaker’s cail. Charrp,an of the House Educa-
tion Cop,pyitree, Rep. Bl Proctor, invited each of the 11 state university presidents to address
his copypyttee and provide ther thoughts on their institutions’ yyissions, degree prograp,s, STEM
productivity, tuition, research and cop,p,ercialization, as wel as a host of other issues. Chair-
wan Proctor specifically asked the presidents for any ideas they have that the Legisature cow'd

enact that wow'd he'p ip,prove therr imstitution and the university systep, as a wha/e.

On \g'lnesa’ay January 18th, President Judy Genshaft appeared before the cop,p,ittee to discuss
the USF Systep,. Ap,ong p,any ssues that the President covered in her hoursong testip,ony, she
miade a point of asking the cop,p,ittee to consider setting overarching goals for universities that
best serve the states citizens and econoy,y, such as producing y,ore STEM graduates or mcreas-
1ng graduation rates, and then allowing the universinies to have the’y exibw'ity i spending and

adpinistration to accop,'ish those state goa/s.

In President Genshaft's words, “If you have certain goals, you tell y,e your goa's, and then aiow
theyexibi/ity for us to get there. Very often we have aiot of constraints (ip,posed by the state).
gget there, but 1t 1sn't the fastest route. So that wow'd he/p us a great dea/.”

Jou can ha'p us by reinforcing President Genshaft's yessage. As you know, USF 1s an mnter-
nationalJeader 1n accountaby'ity and goa' tracking. \are very Weased that the Legisature
wou/d entertain the notion of providing us with additiona’ ady,inistrative and budgeraryy ex-
b1ty in exchange for greater accountaby'ity mn peetng the states highest goals and priorities.

NV together with the Governor and ourJegisatve partmers, we can pake the USF Systep,




