Dear Friend of USF,

Today is Day 22 of the 60-day legislative session. e House and Senate are well underway in
formulating their respective budget proposals. After each side has debated and passed their own
spending plan, the leaders of each chamber will appoint a “Conference Committee” whose job
is to negotiate a compromise between the two chambers budgets. e compromise product from
the Conference Committee will be the “General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2011-2012”
or the o cial state budget for next year.

Currently, the Senate is proposing to spend roughly $240 million more in higher education
(including student tuition payments) than the House. e vast majority of this di erence is
in lower House proposed spending on State Universities, since universities constitute upwards
of 60% of the state’s overall higher education spending. However, there are elements of each




