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Let me start by saying that it is 

a tremendously exciting time 
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Dr. Ramon Gonzalez joins the department as a professor and Florida 21st Century 

World Class Scholar. Prior to joining USF, Dr. Gonzalez was a professor at Rice University 

where he led the Laboratory of Metabolic Engineering and Biomanufacturing, and was the founding director of 

the Advanced Biomanufacturing Initiative. From 2012 to 2015, Dr. Gonzalez served as a program director with the 
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Over the last decade, the department has seen record 

growth. Enrollments (declared Chemical Engineering 

undergraduates) have nearly doubled since 2013. 

The record setting Spring 2018 graduating class  (116 

students) celebrated their achievements with faculty at 

the World of Beer in Tampa.

DECLARED CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
ENROLLMENT BY SEMESTERCHEMICAL ENGINEERING EXPLOSION

FACULTY NEWS

Dr. Clifford L. Henderson, ChBME Dept. Chair, named 2018 AIChE Fellow and 

2018 AAAS Fellow. Professor Henderson also received a 2018 USF Outstanding 

Faculty award. 

 

 

Dr. Robert Frisina received a 2018 USF Outstanding Faculty award and was also 

elected a Senior Member of IEEE. 
 

 

Dr. John Kuhn presented an invited talk at the 2018 FL AVS Meeting titled 

“Carbon dioxide conversion by chemical looping usingperovskite oxides.” 

Professor Kuhn was also named a USF Global Faculty Fellow. 

Dr. Chris Passaglia’s research group published a new paper 

in TranslVisSciTechnol. Titled “Automated Method of Grading 

Vitreous Haze in Patients With Uveitis for Clinical Trials.” His 

research group made the cover of the Journal of Neuroscience 

with their paper titled “Autophosphorylated CaMKII Facilitates 

Spike Propagation in Rat Optic Nerve.” 

Dr. Sandra Pettit received the Distinguished 

Alumni Award at the College of Engineering’s 

annual Engineering Honors event and was 

awarded a Student Success Award for Academic 
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Graduate student, Roger Tipton was awarded a NASA FSGC fellowship. 

 

Dr. Aydin Sunol and his students Komal Rathore, Kyle Cogswell, Aaron Driscoll, and collaborators were awarded 

the Best Presentation Award at the recent ICBWTB 2018 Conference. 

Graduate student, Brandon Lorentz published the paper, “Characterization of Florida kaolin clays using multiple-

technique approach” in Applied Clay Science with members of his research group. This work was also presented at 

the 9th Advances in Cement-Based Materials conference. 

Drs. Norma Alcantar and Ryan Toomey were awarded supplemental funding for two graduate students for a Non-

Academic Research Internship from NSF. Tunan Peng will be interning at Connectsix, and Zeinab Veisi will be at 

Catalent Pharma Solutions. 

Graduate student Ram Kumar won a very competitive student fellowship to 
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Bryan Hare ’16, MSCH ‘18], now a PhD student at Georgia 

Tech, was the recipient of the top poster award at the 

Southeastern Catalysis Society meeting for his USF master’s 

research, “Low temperature Martian CO2 to CO conversion 

by perovskite oxides through in-situ resource utilization.” 

Cynthia Grim

Bryan Hare




