
1 

Biographical Sketch 
 
Robert A. Lutfi 
 
Education: 
Univ. of S. Florida, Tampa, FL    B.A., M.A. 1975, 77  Exper. Psychology 
Loyola Univ. of Chicago, Chicago, IL   Ph.D.  1980  Exper. Psychology 
MRC Applied Psych Unit, Cambridge, ENG   Post Doc 1980  Psychoacoustics 
Northwestern Univ., Evanston, IL    Post Doc 1981-83  Psychoacoustics 
 
Experience: 
 
1975-1977 Teaching and Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of South Florida. 
1977-1979 Lecturer and Research Assistant, Psychology Department, Loyola University of Chicago. 
1979-1980 Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology, Psychology Department, Indiana University, 
  Bloomington, IN. 
1983-1984 Research Scientist, Central Institute for the Deaf, Washington University, Saint Louis, MO. 
1987,88,89 Adjunct Professor of Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of Florida, 
  Gainesville, FL. 
1986  Lecturer, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison, WI. 
1984-1989 Associate Scientist, Waisman Center, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. 
1989-1992 Assistant Professor of Audiology, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, 

University of    Wisconsin, Madison, WI.  
2006  Chair, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of Wisconsin – 

Madison. 
2017-present Professor of Audiology, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of 

South Flordia, Tampa, Florida. 
 
 
Teaching Experience: 
 
1978-1979 Descriptive and Inferential Statistics; Psychology Department, Loyola University of Chicago. 
1979-1980 Introduction to Experimental Psychology; Psychology Department, Indiana University. 
1986, 96-2017 Hearing Science; Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders; University of 

Wisconsin. 
1989-1991, 96 Psychological Acoustics; Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders; University of 

Wisconsin. 
1989 Psychoacoustic Studies of Hearing Impairment; Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders, 
 University of Wisconsin. 
1990,92-94 Human Information Processing; Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, 

University of Wisconsin. 
1992-2017 Normal Aspects of Hearing; 



2 

2017-present Research Methods in CSD, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of 
South Florida. 

2017-present Hearing Science, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, University of South 
Florida. 

 
 
Other Professional Activities and Honors: 
 
Editorial Consultant for the Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, Journal of Experimental 

 Psychology, Perception and Psychophysics, IEEE Transactions on Audio, Speech and Language 
Processing. 

Ad hoc reviewer for the National Science Foundation. 
Ad hoc reviewer for the National Institutes of Deafness and Communicative Disorders 
Ad hoc reviewer for National Energy Systems, Air Force Office of Scientific Research. 
Ad hoc reviewer for United States Civilian Research and Development Foundation 
Ad hoc reviewer for Israel Science Foundation 
Consultant on various NSF and NIH Grants. 
Former Member of Committee on Psychological and Physiological Acoustics, Acoustical Society of America. 
Fellow of the Acoustical Society of America 
Member of the American Statistical Association 
Member Executive Committee, Psychological Acoustics, Acoustical Society of America. 
Member Technical Committee, Psychological Acoustics, Acoustical Society of America, 2002-2005 
University of Wisconsin, Faculty Senate, 1990-1995 
Associate Editor, Physiological and Psychological Acoustics, Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 2004-

2007 



3 

UW Graduate School Grant-in-Aid Award, 1992, $17,000. 
Depart. of Education, "Clinical Research Training in Audiology", Terry Wiley PI, 1994-1999. 
NIDCD (1 R01 DC01262-05), "The Information in Auditory Patterns", 1995-2000, $752,528. 
UW Division of Information Technology (DoIT), INTIME Undergraduate Instructional Technology Award, 1998, 

$5000. 
NICHHD (1 R01 HD NS23333-09), "Hearing Assessment in Preschool and School-Aged Children", Frederic L. 

Wightman, Co-PI, 2000-2005, $649,602, 1999-2004. 



4 

the Acoustical Society of America, 77, 2128-2136. 
 
Lutfi, R. A. (1985b).  A reply to Dr. B. C. J. Moore [Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 78, 253-255 

(1985)].  Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 78, 255-257. 
 
Lutfi, R. A., & Wightman, F. L. (1985).  A comparison of psychophysical tuning curves obtained using bandpass 

and modulated noise.  Hearing Research, 17, 289-291. 
 
Lutfi, R. A. (1986).  Two- versus four-tone masking, revisited.  Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 80, 

422-428. 
 

  



5 



6 

Alexander, J.M. and Lutfi, R.A. (2008).  “Sample discrimination of frequency by hearing-impaired and normal-
hearing listeners,” Journal of Acoustical Society of America, 123, 241-253. 

 
Arora, R. and Lutfi, R.A. (2008). Detection-theoretic analysis of the observer-based psychophysical procedure. 

Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 123, 1850-1853. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. and Liu, C.J., Stoelinga, C.N.J. (2008). Level dominance in sound source identification.  Journal of 

Acoustical Society of America, 124, 3784-3792. PMCID: PMC2737249. 
 



7 

465. 

Gilbertson, L., Lutfi, R.A. and Ellis-Weismer, S. (2017). “Auditory preference of children with autism spectrum 
disorders,” Cognitive Processing, 18(2), 205-209. 

 
Lutfi, R.A., Tan, A.Y. and Lee, J.M. (2017). “Individual differences in cocktail party listening: The relative role of 

decision weights and internal noise” Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, Proceed. Meetings on 
Acoustics 30(1), 1-7.  

 
Lutfi, R.A., Tan, A.Y, and Lee, J. (2018). “Modeling individual differences in cocktail-party listening”, Special 

issue, Acta Acustica united with Acustica, 104, 787-791. 
 
Rodriguez, B., Lee, J. and Lutfi, R.A. (2019). “Synergy of Spectral and Spatial Segregation Cues in Simulated 

Cocktail Party Listening”, Proc. Mtgs. Acoust. 36, 050005; https://doi.org/10.1121/2.0001092. 
 
 
Book Chapters and Reviews: 
 
Weber, D. A., & Lutfi, R. A. (1986).  The unimportance of suppression.  Auditory Frequency Selectivity



8 

 
Lutfi, R. A. (1988a).  An information-



9 



10 

Lutfi, R.A. (2014a). Auditory streaming, information divergence and informational masking.  Auditory Cognitive 
Neuroscience Society, Tucson, AZ, USA. 

 
Lutfi, R.A. (2014b). The information divergence hypothesis of auditory masking. Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd., 

Suwon, South Korea. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. and Arora, R. (2015).  Auditory scene analysis by compressed sensing. AM-QFM, Northwestern 

University, IL. USA. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2015). “The problem of listening in noise for the hard of hearing.”  Keynote speech, Fundacion General 

De la Universidad De Salamanca, 9th International Workshop on Advances in Audiology, Salamanca, Spain. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2016). A detection-theoretic analysis of auditory streaming and its relation to masking.  Auditory 

Cognitive Neuroscience Society, Tucson, AZ, USA. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2016).  Auditory Astigmatism.  Department of Psychology, EarClub, University of California, Berkeley, 

CA, USA. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. Tan, A.Y. (2017).  Individual differences in cocktail party listening. AM-QFM, Northwestern 

University, IL. USA. 
 
Lutfi, R.A., Tan, A.Y, and Lee, J. (2018). “Modeling individual differences in cocktail-party listening”, Hearing: 

Psychophysics, Physiology, and Models, 18th International Symposium on Hearing, Snekkersten, Denmark. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2019). “A detection-theoretic approach to cocktail-party listening,” to be presented at the 177th meeting 

of the Acoustical Society of America for a special session on “Applications of Signal Detection Theory in 
Perception and Physiology”. 

 
Published Abstracts: 
 
Hawkins, H. L., Wheeler, W., Presson, J. C., Micheal, D., & Lutfi, R. A. (1975).  Distortion of perceived onset in 

human vision: A duration dependent temporal illusion.  Psychonomic Science, Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
 
Lutfi, R. A., and Hawkins, H. L. (1978).  Temporal interference of pitch perception:  The effects of interference tone 

intensity and uncertainty.  



11 

Midwinter Research Meeting, ARO, Edited by D. J. Lim, p. 209. 



12 

Acoustical Society of America, 97 3278. 
 
Lutfi, R. A., and Oh, E. (1996).  Estimates of spectral weights and internal noise in the discrimination of spectral 

variance.  Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 99, 2564. 
 
Wang, W., and Lutfi, R. A. (1996). Correlational analysis of acoustic cues for the discrimination of auditory motion. 

Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 99, 2596. 
 
Lutfi, R.A., and Wightman, F.L. (1996).  Guessing or confusion?: Analytic predictions for two models of target-

distracter interference in children. Abstracts of the Assoc. for Research in Otolaryngology  Vol. 19, 142. 
 
Lutfi, R. A., Oh, E., and Wang, W. (1996). Correlational analysis of acoustic cues for material and motion. Journal 

of the Acoustical Society of America, 100, 2680-2681. 
 
Lutfi, R. A., and Oh, E. (1996). Estimates of spectral weights and internal noise in the discrimination of spectral 

variance. Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 99, 2680-2681. 
 



13 

 
Lutfi, R.A., Kistler, D.J., Callahan, M.R., and Wightman, F.L. (2003). Psychometric functions for informational 

masking. Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 113, 2288. 
 
Alexander, J.M. and Lutfi, R.A. (2005).  Factors affecting sample discrimination for frequency in hearing-impaired 

and normal-hearing listeners. Abstracts of the Assoc. for Research in Otolaryngology. Vol. 28, p.170. 
 
Lutfi, R.A., and Jesteadt, W. (2005). Test of the linearity assumption underlying COSS estimates of listener decision 

weights. Abstracts of the Assoc. for Research in Otolaryngology. Vol. 28, p.360. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2005). Spectral integration and multiple looks. . Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 117, 

2536.  
 
Lenhart, E. and Lutfi, R.A. (2006). Effect of decision weights and internal noise on he growth of d’ with N. Journal 

of the Acoustical Society of America, 119, 3236. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. (2006). Individual differences in source identification for synthesized impact sounds. Journal of the 

Acoustical Society of America, 119, 3237. 
 
Lutfi, R.A. and Jesteadt, W. (2006). Molecular analysis of the effect of relative tone level on multitone pattern 

discrimination. Journal of the Acoustical Society of America,  
 
Arora, R. and Lutfi, R.A. (2007). Sound source identification by compressive sensing. Journal of the Acoustical 

Society of America,  121, 3184. 
 
Arora, R. and Lutfi, R.A. (2007). Analysis of observer-based measures of infant hearing. 




	Lutfi, R.A., Kistler, D.J., Callahan, M.R., and Wightman, F.L. (2003). “Psychometric functions for informational masking.”  Journal of Acoustical Society of America. 114(6), 3273-3282.

