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The Above Average Burden of Hearing Loss for Rural 
Counties in Florida 

*Data was collected on November 4, 2019 

BACKGROUND 
Hearing loss is the second most common health 
issue afflicting older adults in the country, and is 
currently affecting one-third of those over the age 
of 65.1 In the state of Florida, a large percentage of 
these older adults are currently residing in assisted 
living communities (ALC). Unfortunately, many 
people in these communities who suffer from 
hearing loss may not have access to hearing health 
care, as it was previously estimated that only 3% 
of Florida’s ALCs offer audiology services.2 The lack 
of ALCs offering these services may be restricted 
by their proximity to counties with large urban 
populations, which accounts for almost half of the 
counties in Florida.3 This leaves older adults in 
rural counties with little to no audiology services. 
This policy brief reports on the burden of hearing 
loss within rural counties in Florida.   
 
STUDY METHOD 
Data on ALCs and audiology services was collected 
from the Licensing and Surveying Agency for 
Healthcare Administration (AHCA)* for the state of 
Florida. AHCA provided county level addresses for 
the ALCs, which was then matched to the 2010 U.S. 
Census data.3 Hearing loss prevalence and 
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providing incentives for audiologists to use these 
advancements in technology to help residents of 
rural ALCs. 
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Table 1. Number of ALCs, County Population and hearing loss percent by County in Florida 
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