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JILL  MCCRACKEN 
 

Professor of English and Women’s and Gender Studies 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg 

College of Arts & Sciences 
140 7th Avenue South, DAV 258 

St. Petersburg, FL  33701 
(727) 873-4740 

mccracken@usf.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
   

Doctor of Philosophy in Rhetoric, Composition, and the Teaching of English  2007 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, GPA 4.0 
 
Dissertation: Listening to the Language of Sex Workers: A Rhetorical and Ideological Analysis of 
Sex Worker Representations and their Effects on Sex Workers and Society 
 
Master of Arts in English            2001 
Specialization: Rhetoric, Composition, and the Teaching of English 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, GPA 4.0 
 
Bachelor of Arts in English (Writing) and Philosophy/Religion     1993 
Graceland University, Lamoni, Iowa  
Graduated magna cum laude, with Honors; GPA 3.86 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT 
 

Professor, University of South Florida St. Petersburg        2020-present 
 
Associate Professor, University of South Florida St. Petersburg,     2013-2020 
College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Verbal and Visual Arts     
 
Assistant Professor, University of South Florida St. Petersburg,      2007-2013 
College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Verbal and Visual Arts     
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 

Sex Work; Trafficking in the Sex Industry; Violence Against Women/Girls; Incarceration of Women 
(Former and Current); Ethnography; Participatory Action Research Methods; Feminist Theory; Gender 
Studies; Quotidian Rhetoric; Civic Engagement/Service-Learning;  
 
Graduate Courses 
Contemporary Rhetorics: Feminist Theory 
Issues in Rhetoric and Composition (Ethics) 
Grant Writing* 
Introduction to Graduate Studies 
Research Methods 
Rhetoric of Sexuality and Sex Work* 
Scholarly Writing for Publication in English Studies 
Sex Work and Trafficking in the Sex Industry: Discourse and Violence* 
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Best Essays from Independent Composition/Rhetoric Journals, 2010. McCracken, Jill. “Street Sex 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1609406920964336
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Conner, T., McCracken, J., and Gresham, M. Open Source Communities in Technical Writing: Local 
Exigence, Global Extensibility. Special Issue on Open Source Software and Technical Communication 
for Journal of Technical Writing and Communication. Fall 2011. 

 
McCracken, J. Serving the Public: Gender, Sexuality, and Race at the Margins. Reflections: A Journal of 
Writing, Service-Learning, and Community Literacy. Vol 8, No. 2. Spring 2010. 

 
McCracken, J. Street Sex Work: Re/Constructing Discourse from Margin to Center. Community Literacy 
Journal. 4.2. Spring 2010.  

 
McCracken, J. Street Sex Work and Sex Worker Rights: Blinding Connections. Research for Sex Work: 
Sex Workers’ Rights! Issue 10. July 2008:  27-29. 

 
McCracken, J. Pimp. Encyclopedia Entry. Encyclopedia of Prostitution and Sex Work. Ed. Melissa Hope 
Ditmore. Greenwood Press: 2006. ISBN 0-313-32968-0 

 
McCracken, J. Resident Activism. Encyclopedia Entry. Encyclopedia of Prostitution and Sex Work. Ed. 
Melissa Hope Ditmore. Greenwood Press: 2006. ISBN 0-313-32968

https://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/cg_impact_of_anti-trafficking_laws_nswp_-_2019.pdf
https://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/cg_impact_of_anti-trafficking_laws_nswp_-_2019.pdf
https://www.nswp.org/sites/nswp.org/files/impact_of_anti-trafficking_laws_pb_nswp_-_2018.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Focus-Future-Re-Entry-Journal-Workbook/dp/1985307405/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=jill+mccracken+editor&qid=1559923305&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Focus-Future-Re-Entry-Journal-Workbook/dp/1985307405/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=jill+mccracken+editor&qid=1559923305&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Focus-Future-Re-Entry-Journal-Workbook/dp/1985307405/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=jill+mccracken+editor&qid=1559923305&s=gateway&sr=8-1-fkmr0
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https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/ushiv1118_web2.pdf. Developed the survey tool (with 
Megan McClemore, Senior Researcher at Human Rights Watch) for this study and report.  
 
McCracken, Jill. “Navigating the References Connecting Sex Work, Criminalization, and Violence: Part 
I.” Blog. Best Practices Policy Project. May 5, 2016. 
http://www.bestpracticespolicy.org/2016/05/05/navigating-the-references-part-1. 

 
McCracken, Jill. Project Advisor-Co-Author. Best Practices Policy Project and Desiree Alliance. 
“Nothing About Us Without Us: Sex Work, HIV, Policy, Organizing, and Transgender Empowerment.” 
December 2015. Project Advisor/Co-Author. Contributed 30% to the report. 
http://www.bestpracticespolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/NOTHINGABOUTUS_REPORT_COLOR_2015.pdf

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/ushiv1118_web2.pdf
http://www.bestpracticespolicy.org/2016/05/05/navigating-the-references-part-1
http://www.bestpracticespolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/NOTHINGABOUTUS_REPORT_COLOR_2015.pdf
http://www.bestpracticespolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/NOTHINGABOUTUS_REPORT_COLOR_2015.pdf
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2021/04/10437310/sex-work-new-york-decriminalize-prostitution-steps
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2021/04/10437310/sex-work-new-york-decriminalize-prostitution-steps
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/manhattan-stops-prosecuting-prostitution-1158879/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/manhattan-stops-prosecuting-prostitution-1158879/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/full-circle/human-trafficking-operations-surrounding-the-super-bowl-result-in-dozens-of-arrests-for-prostitution&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTMyNDE1Mzc0NzkyMjA1MzMwODkyGjExNzFmMzAzNzFhYjZkNmI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFrhiMhSyFjcxpK9BT485oQS5-Biw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/full-circle/human-trafficking-operations-surrounding-the-super-bowl-result-in-dozens-of-arrests-for-prostitution&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTMyNDE1Mzc0NzkyMjA1MzMwODkyGjExNzFmMzAzNzFhYjZkNmI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFrhiMhSyFjcxpK9BT485oQS5-Biw
https://www.friendsofunfpa.org/like-everyone-else-sex-workers-deserve-health-care/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kamala-harris-sex-workers-joe-biden-vice-president-1043941/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kamala-harris-sex-workers-joe-biden-vice-president-1043941/
https://www.mic.com/p/how-super-bowl-sex-trafficking-myths-hurt-actual-sex-workers-21765426
https://theappeal.org/florida-sex-work-trafficking-raids/
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Rolling Stone, EJ Dickson. 10 October 2019. “Why Won’t Elizabeth Warren Make a Plan to 
Decriminalize Sex Work?” https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/elizabeth-warren-
sex-work-decriminalize-twitter-plan-897570/ 

 
Vanity Fair. May Jeong. 4 October 2019. ““YOU WON’T BELIEVE WHAT HAPPENED”: THE 
WILD, DISTURBING SAGA OF ROBERT KRAFT’S VISIT TO A STRIP MALL SEX SPA” 
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2019/10/the-disturbing-saga-of-robert-kraft. Article support.   

 
Rolling Stone. EJ Dickson. 7 August 2019. “Cyntoia Brown Released From Prison After Serving 15 
Years of Life Sentence.” https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/cyntoia-brown-released-
prison-tennessee-868404/ 

 
Filter Magazine. Sessi Kuwabara Blanchard. 7 May 2019. “Florida Approves Database to Publish Details 
of People Who Pay for Sex.” https://filtermag.org/florida-legislators-database-track-people-soliciting-
paid-sex/ 

 
Rolling Stone. EJ Dickson. 16 April 2019. “Prosecutors Say There’s No Evidence of Sex Trafficking In 
Robert Kraft Case.” https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/robert-kraft-sex-work-
trafficking-florida- 823153/ 

 
The Intercept. Natasha Lennard. 6 April 2019. “Florida Is Poised to Create an Anti-“Trafficking” 
Registry That Will Inevitably Hurt Sex Workers.” https://theintercept.com/2019/04/05/florida-human-
trafficking-registry-sexwork/ 

 
News Service of Florida. 30 March 2019. Ana Ceballos. “Lawmakers Renew Push to Curb Human 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/elizabeth-warren-sex-work-decriminalize-twitter-plan-897570/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/elizabeth-warren-sex-work-decriminalize-twitter-plan-897570/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2019/10/the-disturbing-saga-of-robert-kraft
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/cyntoia-brown-released-prison-tennessee-868404/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/cyntoia-brown-released-prison-tennessee-868404/
https://filtermag.org/florida-legislators-database-track-people-soliciting-paid-sex/
https://filtermag.org/florida-legislators-database-track-people-soliciting-paid-sex/
https://theintercept.com/2019/04/05/florida-human-trafficking-registry-sexwork/
https://theintercept.com/2019/04/05/florida-human-trafficking-registry-sexwork/
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/lawmakers-renew-push-curb-human-trafficking
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/dominicholden/tulsi-gabbard-decriminalizesex-work-2020
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/dominicholden/tulsi-gabbard-decriminalizesex-work-2020
https://thinkprogress.org/punishing-robert-kraft-wont-help-the-real-victims-of-sex-traffickingb0aef79d89f9/
https://thinkprogress.org/punishing-robert-kraft-wont-help-the-real-victims-of-sex-traffickingb0aef79d89f9/
https://www.wctv.tv/content/news/Legislation-seeks-to-reduce-human-trafficking-in-51����-506230421.html
https://www.wctv.tv/content/news/Legislation-seeks-to-reduce-human-trafficking-in-51����-506230421.html
https://www.lowellsun.com/2019/02/22/advocates-sound-alarm-over-sex-trafficking/
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McCracken, J. Principal Investigator. Gates Foundation Grand Challenges. ($100,000). 2020-2022. 
“Economic Mobility for Formerly-Incarcerated Individuals. Not funded. 

 
McCracken, J. Principal Investigator. 
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“Community-Led Education for Institutional Review Boards (CLEIRB) about Sexual Exchange among 
Vulnerable Populations.”  Reviewed. Not funded. 

 
McCracken, J. Principal Investigator. Internal Research Grant. USFSP. Faculty Mentoring. 
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Ben & Jerry’s Foundation. Written on behalf of 
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McCracken, J. “SWOP Behind Bars: Making Connections and Creating Networks.” Human Trafficking 

& Social Justice Conference
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McCracken, J. Take Back the Night Keynote Speaker. USF Tampa. 20 April 2022.  
 

McCracken, J. “Sex Workers Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health.” With Amber DiPietra. 
Floridians for Reproductive Justice. Contraceptive Access Working Group. 18 April 2022.  

 
McCracken, J. “The Secret Lives of Sex Workers.” Office of Intercultural Engagement and Inclusion. 

Hofstra University. 16 March 2022.  
 
McCracken, J. “Prostitution Legislation and Listening to Sex Workers.” Faculty Research Lightning 

Talks. 8 April 2021. Co-presented with three students.  
 
McCracken, J. “Feminism and Disability Rights” Pinellas NOW (National Organization for Women). 10 

February 2021. 
 
McCracken, J. “Sex, Power, and Legislation: Creating Safer Spaces for Autonomy and Choice”. USF 

Triota. 13 March 2021.   
 
McCracken, J. “Empowering Women: Past, Present, and Future.” Maternal and Child Health Student 

Organization March Seminar. 16 March 2021.  
 
McCracken, J. “Working with People in the Sex Industry.” Florida Harm Reduction Coalition. 

November 2020.  
 
McCracken, J. “Sex Work, Sex Trafficking, and Violence: Legislative Policies and Their Impact.” 

National Organization for Women Webinar. 7 May 2020. 
 
McCracken, J. “Human Trafficking: Language, Paradigms, & Reality.” University of South Florida. 

Tampa, Florida. Triumph Over Trafficking. 7 February 2020.  
 
McCracken, J. “Prostitution, Trafficking in the Sex Industry, and the Law.” Florida A&M University 

College of Law. 22 October 2019.  
 
McCracken, J. “What is ‘Violence’ When Prostitution is Decriminalized?” Columbia University. 

Women and Society Symposium. 21 October 2019. http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/seminars/ 
 
McCracken, J. Closing Plenary: “Bringing Human Rights Home.” Woodhull’s Sexual Freedom Summit. 

18 August 2019.  
 
McCracken, J. “Sex Work, Trafficking, and Legislation.” University of Florida Levin College of Law. 

Gainesville, Florida. 18 April 2019. 
 
McCracken, J. Interview with Rob Lorei, Radioactivity: Interviews and Live Call-In. WMNF 88.5. 

Tampa, Florida. 9 April 2019. 
 
McCracken, J. “#MeToo and Men: The Case of Due Process.” St. Petersburg College Institute for 

Strategic Policy Solutions. St. Petersburg, Florida. 26 March 2019.  
 
McCracken, J. “Human Trafficking Language, Paradigms, & Reality.” University of South Florida. 

Tampa, Florida. Global Innovations to Disrupt Human Trafficking. 26 March 2019.  

http://universityseminars.columbia.edu/seminars/
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McCracken, J. “Is it Prostitution or Sex Trafficking?: Working with People Behind Bars to Better 

Understand Both.” Victoria University. Wellington, New Zealand. Social and Cultural Studies 
Seminar Series. 14 November 2018.  

 
McCracken, J. “The Impact of Sex Work Legislation on Violence & Trafficking. New Zealand 

Prostitutes Collective. Principal Investigator.” Fulbright Specialist Presentation for Fulbright Alumni. 
Wellington, New Zealand. 13 November 2018.  

 
McCracken, J. “What is Community Based Participatory Research?” Whose Corner is it Anyway? 

Western Massachusetts harm reduction task force and mutual aid group led by injection-drug-using 
low-income and survival sex workers who are mostly street-based, many of whom are houseless or 
living in unstable housing. 4 July 2018. 

 
McCracken, J. “Trafficking and Violence Experienced by Male and Trans Adolescents: Developing a 

Community Needs Assessment.” Panel for Ark Freedom of Alliance Vision Sharing. Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida. May 2018. 

 
McCracken, J. “Understanding Sex Work and Trafficking in the Sex Industry: Vulnerability and 

Exploitation.” Festival of Sex, USFSP, St. Petersburg, Florida. April 2018. 
 
McCracken, J. Nuit Blanche Toronto: The Viminal Space. Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) 

Behind Bars. Toronto, Ontario. September 2017. 
 
McCracken, J. “Untangling Sex Work and Trafficking in the Sex Industry: Filtering Fact
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Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee Chair. University of South Florida, St. Petersburg. College 
of Arts and Sciences. Spring 2018-Fall 2018. Tatsiana Wilson. 
 
Master of Arts Women’s and Gender Studies Committee Member. University of South Florida. 
College of Arts and Sciences. October 2017–June 2018. Joshlyn Lawhorn. 
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Director. University of South Florida St. Petersburg, College of Arts 
and Sciences. September 2017–May 2018. Laura Seidler. 
 
Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology Dissertation Committee Member. University of Las Vegas Nevada. 
March–October 2016. Jennifer Heinemann.  
 
Master of Psychology Committee Member. University of South Florida. September 2015–2017. 
Bethany Edwards 
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Director. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. College of Arts 
and Sciences. January 2015–2017. Michell Simonds.   
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Committee Member. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. January–December 2015. Michael Slattery.  
 
Master of Liberal Arts Thesis Committee Member. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. January 2015–October 2016. Melissa Glaster.  
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Committee Member. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. January 2014–August 2014. Raja Benchekroun.  
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Director. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. College of Arts 
and Sciences. August 2013–August 2014. Tammy Gambill. 
 
Master of Liberal Arts Thesis Committee Director. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. College 
of Arts and Sciences. August 2013–May 2014. Ashley Jasper. 
 
Master of Journalism and Mass Communications Thesis Committee Member. University of South 
Florida St. Petersburg. College of Arts and Sciences. August 2013–August 2014. Anna Vodopiyanova. 
 
Master of Liberal Arts Project Committee Member. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. August 2012-November 2012. Jan Lowe.  
 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee Member. University of South Florida St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. October 2011-May 2012. Amanda Sliby. 
 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee Chair. University of South Florida, St. Petersburg. College 
of Arts and Sciences. Fall 2009. Angela Hurley. 
 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee Member. University of South Florida, St. Petersburg. 
College of Arts and Sciences. Spring 2008. Elizabeth Hurst. 
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INTERNATIONAL TEACHING AND OTHER RELATED EXPERIENCE 
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Rhetoric and Writing Studies Undergraduate Committee. Member. 
Rhetoric and Composition Graduate Committee. Member. 
English Graduate Committee. Member.  
English Chair Search Committee. Member. Fall 2022-present. 
Co-Chair (English). Fall 2019-Spring 2020. 
Director. Master’s in Liberal Arts. Fall 2019-present.  
Annual Review Committee, Member. 2015-2017. 
English Program Coordinator. Fall 2015. 
Graphic Design Faculty Search Committee, Member. Spring 2015. 
Graphic Design Faculty Search Committee, Chair. Fall 2013–Spring 2014. 
Interim Director. Master’s in Liberal Arts Graduate Program. Fall 2013. 
Tenure and Promotion Committee, Advisor. 2013.  
Alumni Newsletter Committee. Fall 2009–2010.  
Internship Program Development, with Morgan Gresham. Fall 2008 – present 
Interim Co-Director. Center for Civic Engagement. Fall 2010–Spring 2011. 
Social Justice Subcommittee. 2007-2010. 
Writing Programs Curriculum and Assessment
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Reviewer. American Journal of Sexuality Education. July 2022-present. 
 
 
Sex Worker Rights Organizations 
Board of Directors: 

• Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) Behind Bars—National, Co-Founder and Co-
Director. 2016-2022. 

• Sex Workers Outreach Project—National, Treasurer. 2007–2012. 
• Sex Workers Outreach Project—National, Executive Director Subcommittee. October 2010–

2012. 
• Sex Workers Without Borders—National, Treasurer, 2011-2013. 
• Sex Workers Outreach Project—National, Retreat Subcommittee. October 2010–May 2011. 
• Sex Workers Outreach Project—East, Treasurer. 2007–2010 
• Desiree Alliance. 2007-2012. The Desiree Alliance is a diverse, volunteer-based, sex worker-led 

network of organizations, communities and individuals across the United States working in harm 
reduction, direct services, political advocacy and health services for sex workers. They provide 
leadership development and create space for sex workers and supporters to come together to 
advocate for human, labor and civil rights for all workers in the sex industry. 

 
Committees: 
• 

'
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books to individuals, and are pen pals to people behind bars. SWOP Behind Bars also provides GED 
study guides and information on addiction, recovery, and mindfulness based on individual requests. 


